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I was driving to the bookstore for one of our Literary Tea Parties last Sunday
and was thinking that so many people keep telling me to take a day off, but I’m
having so much fun doing Feast & Fiction, tea parties, and learning how to launch
a cafe around the corner that I feel like I don’t need a break from doing things I’m
enjoying.
EVENTS
Feast & Fiction is winding down. Our last opening is October 30, so if this is
something you’ve been wanting to experience, snag a date before they’re all gone.
Our last tea party for the year will be in September, but there are no openings.
I’ll bring back tea parties in 2022. Depending on what the Delta variant is doing
this winter, we’ll try to host two gingerbread house decorating parties: one for
kids and one for adults. We will also bring back our Curbside Holiday Pickup in
December. Just like last year, the kids can come see Santa from the safety of your
car, and you can pick up pre-ordered gifts from local stores around town. Look
for details in the coming months.
Because of the Delta variant, we have not actively been seeking author events
to host, and everyone is really Zoomed out. Once it’s safe to gather in numbers
again, we’ll bring you more great authors. We’ll continue to host our Flamingo
Bookclub, though.

BOOKSTORE BASEMENT: ANOTHER
UNIVERSE
My time physically AT the bookstore is
getting less and less as we get into the nitty
gritty of launching There and Back Again,
and that feels weird to not be there all the
time. My homebase will be There and Back
Again once it opens, but once the Flamingo
Lounge upstairs of the bookstore officially
opens as a bar and cafe, I will transition to
being there most of the time, but managing
staff at the other space.
Renovating the bookstore basement
has taken a lot longer than we anticipated
because of COVID delays in everything, but
it’s nearly all cleared out now. That delayed renovating our upstairs into the bar
and cafe. So, we’re looking at early 2022 for that to happen. We now have the final
design and fixture plans, so the team will begin making the bookcases and center
display cases. It’s all going to blow your minds when you see what it’s going to
become! I’m really excited.
NEW STAFF
We said farewell to Jared last week as he returned to UC Irvine to complete
his teaching credential, but said hello to two new employees: Kat and Jacob.
We will be announcing an exciting internship program soon for those who
want to launch a career in the book industry. Something we’ve noticed from mostly
young people looking for jobs is they don’t have the experience that employers
are looking for, yet employers aren’t willing to train them TO get experience on
their resumes. Well, we’re going to change that by bringing in one person every
two months for a one day-a-week paid internship that will last one year.
Heidi

Katie is responsible for selling our Magic the Gathering cards to collectors and
gamers across the country. We recently welcomed two new people to our team!
Ella is our youngest team member at 12 years old, and she has been awesome
at creating displays and keeping us organized. Ella will be interning with us for
the Summer. Jacob is our newest bookseller and he’s jumping right in doing the
heavy-lifting on tasks that have been on our to-do list for a while. Look forward to
his official introduction in our next newsletter! In early August, we’ll say goodbye
to Bookseller Jared, who will be returning to UC Irvine to finish his teaching
degree. He left some big shoes to fill, and will be missed.

New & Notable
Buzzworthy Books

Hardcover $26.00 | Fiction
One day, the mother was a mother, but then one night,
she was quite suddenly something else...
In this blazingly smart and voracious debut, an artist
turned stay-at-home mom becomes convinced she’s
turning into a dog. An outrageously original novel of
ideas about art, power and womanhood wrapped in a
satirical fairy tale, Nightbitch will make you want to howl
in laughter and recognition. And you should. You should
howl as much as you want.
Hardcover $30.00 | History
In the bestselling tradition of The Swerve and A Distant
Mirror, The Verge tells the story of a period that marked
a decisive turning point for both European and world
history. Here, author Patrick Wyman examines two
complementary and contradictory sides of the same
historical coin: the world-altering implications of
the developments of printed mass media, extreme
taxation, exploitative globalization, humanistic learning,
gunpowder warfare, and mass religious conflict in the
long term, and their intensely disruptive consequences
in the short-term.
Hardcover $10.99 | Young Adult
In The Inheritance Games, Avery Grambs has a plan for
a better future: survive high school, win a scholarship,
and get out. But her fortunes change in an instant when
billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery
virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has no idea
why -- or even who Tobias Hawthorne is.

New & Notable
Hardcover $29.99 | Cooking
The host of the beloved Netflix series Time to Eat and
Nadiya Bakes and winner of The Great British Baking
Show returns to her true love, baking, with more than
100 delicious, Americanized recipes for sweet treats.In
her newest cookbook, based on her Netflix show and
BBC series Nadiya Bakes, Nadiya shares more than 100
simple and achievable recipes for cakes, cookies, breads,
tarts, and puddings that will become staples in your
home. From Raspberry Amaretti Biscuits and Key Lime
Cupcakes to Cheat’s Sourdough and Spiced Squash
Strudel, Nadiya has created an ultimate baking resource
for just about every baked good that will entice beginner
bakers and experienced pastry makers alike.
Hardcover 40.00 | Biography

Nearly a century after his wrenching death, the
Portuguese poet Fernando Pessoa (1888–1935)
remains one of our most enigmatic writers. Believing
he could do “more in dreams than Napoleon,” yet
haunted by the specter of hereditary madness, Pessoa
invented dozens of alter egos, or “heteronyms,” under
whose names he wrote in Portuguese, English, and
French. Unsurprisingly, this “most multifarious of
writers” has long eluded a definitive biographer—but
in renowned translator and Pessoa scholar Richard
Zenith, he has met his match.
A modern literary masterpiece, Pessoa simultaneously
immortalizes the life of a literary maestro and
confirms the enduring power of Pessoa’s work to speak
prophetically to the disconnectedness of our modern
world.

New & Notable
Hardcover $20.00 | Poetry
With Goldenrod, the award-winning poet returns with
a powerful collection of poems that look at parenthood,
solitude, love, and memory. Pulling objects from
everyday life—a hallway mirror, a rock found in her son’s
pocket, a field of goldenrods at the side of the road—she
reveals the magic of the present moment. Only Maggie
Smith could turn an autocorrect mistake into a line of
poetry, musing that her phone “doesn’t observe / the
high holidays, autocorrecting / shana tova to shaman
tobacco, / Rosh Hashanah to rose has hands.”
Hardcover $27.00 | Thriller
Up against the fateful deadline, and the looming threat
of a harsh Wyoming winter, Cole, Bart, and Teddy
are willing to do anything to get the money, even if it
means risking life, limb, and family. And what becomes
an obsession for all three quickly builds to tragic
consequences for some. Struck through with heartpounding danger and an arresting lyricism, Godspeed
is a stark exploration of the haves and the have-nots,
a cautionary tale of greed and violence that asks: How
much is never enough?
Hardcover $27.99 | Biography
Tracking Epstein’s evolution from a college dropout to one
of the most successful financiers in the country-whose
associates included Donald Trump, Prince Andrew, and
Bill Clinton-Perversion of Justice builds on Brown’s original
award-winning series, showing the power of truth, the
value of local reportage and the tenacity of one woman in
the face of the deep-seated corruption of powerful men.

Nebula & Hugo Finalist,
Jordan Ifueko’s newest book,
Redemptor, launches
Jordan Ifueko is a Nigerian-American author
writing mainly Young Adult books. She is
the author of the New York Times best-seller,
Raybearer, which was published in August 2020.
Ifueko also writes short stories, such as Strange
Horizons.
Jordan was born in Southern California where
she lived with her immigrant parents from Nigeria. Ifueko feels as if she’s connected to different
worlds because of her parents, and somehow belongs to all, yet none. After being homeschooled
up until high school, she attended a private
school in Oregon. Her passion for reading and
writing began to develop here and sparked the
idea for her first novel, Raybearer.
Jordan graduated high school and went on to
attend George Fox University at age 16, where she
continued to work on her novel. She now lives in
Los Angeles with her husband David and their
dog, Reginald Ovahcomah.

REDEMPTOR and RAYBEARER are
available at Capital Books

Flamingo
Book Club
September’s Book
Pick!
This 2020 National Book Award–nominated
poet makes her fiction debut with this
magisterial epic—an intimate, yet sweeping,
novel with all the luminescence and force
of Homegoing; Sing, Unburied, Sing; and The
Water Dancer—that chronicles the journey of
one American family, from the centuries of
the colonial slave trade through the Civil War
to our own tumultuous era.
The great scholar, W. E. B. Du Bois, once
wrote about the Problem of race in America,
and what he called “Double Consciousness,”
a sensitivity that every African American
possesses in order to survive. Since childhood,
Ailey Pearl Garfield has understood Du Bois’s
words all too well. Bearing the names of two
formidable Black Americans—the revered
choreographer Alvin Ailey and her great
grandmother Pearl, the descendant of enslaved
Georgians and tenant farmers—cruelty and
resilience that is the story—and the song—of
America itself. (READ MORE ABOUT THIS BOOK)

WHEN:

Sunday, sept 26 at 2PM
WHERE:

in our Flamingo LoungE
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Just show up!

Highlighted Books

The Biggest Books & The Authors Behind Them

A fast-paced, thrilling horror novel that
follows a group of heroines to die for, from
the brilliant New York Times bestselling
author of The Southern Book Club’s Guide to
Slaying Vampires.
In horror movies, the final girl is the one
who’s left standing when the credits roll. The
one who fought back, defeated the killer, and
avenged her friends. The one who emerges
bloodied but victorious. But after the sirens
fade and the audience moves on, what
happens to her?
Lynnette Tarkington is a real-life final
girl who survived a massacre twenty-two
years ago, and it has defined every day of
her life since. And she’s not alone. For more
than a decade she’s been meeting with five
other actual final girls and their therapist
in a support group for those who survived
the unthinkable, putting their lives back
together, piece by piece. That is until one of
the women misses a meeting and Lynnette’s
worst fears are realized--someone knows
about the group and is determined to take
their lives apart again, piece by piece.
But the thing about these final girls is that
they have each other now, and no matter
how bad the odds, how dark the night,
how sharp the knife, they will never, ever
give up.

Highlighed Books
I saw this book described as “Mulan meets Song of Achilles”, but I think the
latter misses the mark. Both these books have gay protagonists, but She
Who Became the Sun has something which I felt Song of Achilles lacked. It
has teeth. Set at the fall of the Yuan Dynasty, the book follows a peasant
girl as she takes on her brother’s name in an attempt to escape famine and
find greatness. Zhu Chongba chases her fate to a monastery, then to the
Red Turban rebellion, where she rises through the ranks, eagerly reaching
for all she would otherwise have been denied. On the other side, with the
Mongols, is General Ouyang, a man just as driven and just as dangerous
as Zhu is becoming. From the moment Zhu sees him, she knows the two
are linked, and that her fate is intimately tied with his. She Who Became
the Sun is a breathtaking debut that flings readers right into the heart of
fourteenth-century China. While there were some rough patches, overall
I was swept away with excitement and am eager to see the next book in
the series (and, hopefully, more novels about Asian history hitting the
spotlight).
- Jo Niederhoff, Portland Book Review

Highlighed Books
Based on the wildly popular Instagram account, Subpar Parks features both the
greatest hits and brand-new content, all celebrating the incredible beauty and
variety of America’s national parks juxtaposed with the clueless and hilarious
one-star reviews posted by visitors.
Featuring more than 50 percent new material, the book will include more
depth and insight into the most popular parks, such as Yosemite, Yellowstone,
the Grand Canyon, and Acadia National Parks; anecdotes and tips from rangers;
and much more about author Amber Share’s personal love and connection to
the outdoors. Equal parts humor and love for the national parks and the great
outdoors, it’s the perfect gift for anyone who loves to spend time outside as well
as have a good read (and laugh) once they come indoors.

Highlighed Books

Based on the smash-hit audio serial, Bubble is a hilarious high-energy
graphic novel with a satirical take on the “gig economy.”
Built and maintained by corporate benevolence, the city of Fairhaven is a
literal bubble of safety and order (and amazing coffee) in the midst of the
Brush, a harsh alien wilderness ruled by monstrous Imps and rogue bands
of humans. Humans like Morgan, who’s Brush-born and Bubble-raised and
fully capable of fending off an Imp attack during her morning jog. She’s got
a great routine going—she has a chill day job, she recreationally kills the
occasional Imp, then she takes that Imp home for her roommate and BFF,
Annie, to transform into drugs as a side hustle. But cracks appear in her tidy
life when one of those Imps nearly murders a delivery guy in her apartment,
accidentally transforming him into a Brush-powered mutant in the process.
And when Morgan’s company launches Huntr, a gig economy app for Imp
extermination, she finds herself press-ganged into kicking her stabby side
job up to the next level as she battles a parade of monsters and monstrously
Brush-turned citizens, from a living hipster beard to a book club hive mind.

Future Pre-Releases

Make sure you’re the first to get these hot books!
Aug 24 | Hardcover | $27.99
The author of the instant New York Times bestseller This
Tender Land returns with a powerful prequel to his acclaimed
Cork O’Connor series—a book about fathers and sons, longsimmering conflicts in a small Minnesota town, and the
events that echo through youth and shape our lives forever.
PRE-ORDER
Aug 31 | Hardcover | $28.00
With the same propulsion that captivated millions of readers
worldwide in The Girl on the Train and Into the Water, Paula
Hawkins unfurls a gripping, twisting story of deceit, murder,
and revenge. PRE-ORDER
Aug 31 | Hardcover | $26.99
In her quickly gentrifying rural lake town Jade sees recent
events only her encyclopedic knowledge of horror films could
have prepared her for in this latest novel from the Jordan Peele
of horror literature, New York Times bestselling author Stephen
Graham Jones. PRE-ORDER
Aug 24 | Hardcover | $28.00
For readers of Helen Macdonald and Elizabeth Alexander,
an intimate and haunting portrait of grief and the search for
meaning from a singular new talent as told through the prism
of three generations of her Chinese American family.
PRE-ORDER

Future Pre-Releases
Sep 21 | Hardcover | $27.95
With its soaring descriptions of the natural world, its
tantalizing vision of life beyond, and its account of a father
and son’s ferocious love, Bewilderment marks Richard
Powers’s most intimate and moving novel. At its heart lies the
question: How can we tell our children the truth about this
beautiful, imperiled planet? PRE-ORDER
Sep 14 | Hardcover | $26.95
Combining little-known forensic science and conservation
genetics with a motley cast of laser scarecrows, langur
impersonators, and trespassing squirrels, Roach reveals
as much about humanity as about nature’s lawbreakers
Fascinating, witty, and humane, Fuzz offers hope for
compassionate coexistence in our ever-expanding human
habitat. PRE-ORDER

Sep 21 | Hardcover | $26.99
Hilarious, haunting, and kind, Under the Whispering Door is
an uplifting story about a life spent at the office and a death
spent building a home. PRE-ORDER

Sep 7 | Hardcover | $17.00
For readers of Neil Gaiman’s The Ocean at the End of the Lane
and fans of Madeline Miller’s Circe, Piranesi introduces an
astonishing new world, an infinite labyrinth, full of startling
images and surreal beauty, haunted by the tides and the
clouds.
PRE-ORDER

Game Recommendations
For those shipwrecked on the beach of this forgotten island, a chained
boat is the only hope — but the mysterious owner has left puzzles over the
whole island. Will the team solve them, free the boat, and escape?
Exit: The Game – The Forgotten Island is a puzzle game modeled after
escape rooms.
1–4 Players
45–90 Min - Playing Time
Age: 12+

Game Recommendations
Aggretsuko is a fast-playing card game for 3-6
players, where each player takes the role of a mildmannered office worker trying to get through their
work each day. If a worker becomes frustrated, they
can RAGE to let out their inner heavy-metal rock
star. RAGING will provide some much-needed relief
from the daily grind, but it may have consequences
later on. The game is played over five hands, each one
representing a day at the office. Each day, workers
try to complete their work and go home by being
the first to play all the cards from their hand. The
first worker to complete all of their work ends the
day. The others must count up the cards left in their
hands and record the extra hours that they owe the
company. If they have too much work left, they may
even have to put in overtime!
In the co-operative game The Snallygaster
Situation, which is based on the Kids on Bikes
RPG, you and your best friends must face
off against one of four diabolical monsters
set on destroying Lakeview — and possibly
the entire world! Get on your bikes to search
for clues about the monster’s weakness, find
the missing kid it has abducted, and end the
threat to your hometown. Oh, and watch
out for the Federal agents because they can
put a real damper on your epic adventure.

