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ummer is in full swing, and after more than a year of being stuck at
home, everyone is heading out on vacation. Downtime means reading
time, so we’re here to help with some suggestions.
We’re holding a contest to name the new space around the corner. It’ll be
a gaming spot—think Settlers of Catan, Magic the Gathering, Dungeons &
Dragons, and any game of your own you’d like to bring and play while enjoying
coffee and small bites. The vibe there will be a bit of Steampunk meets old world
tavern. So, the name needs to lean towards gaming. So far, in the lead is one Ross
thought up: Battle Grounds Cafe. If you come up with a name we choose, you’ll
receive a $100 gift certificate to either Capital Books or the new space. Send your
suggestions to ross@capitalbooksonk.com.
The summer slump is here, which means that book sales are real, yo. For June
and July, we haven’t hit break-even, so if you’re thinking of buying a new book or
game, think of us first, please. It keeps us fully staffed and paying the bills. Even
though COVID restrictions have mostly lifted, we will continue to offer curbside
pickup, delivery, and shipping anywhere in the U.S.
In-store author events started back up last week. We’ve realized how much
we have missed hosting authors and seeing customers show up. We’re also
Livestreaming them over Instagram and replaying them on Facebook.
We’ve packed a lot into this issue (see what I did there...vacation...packed). I
hope you’re enjoying the new magazine format. We sure are having fun making
it for you!

What’s happening...

Thank You!
No doubt you’ve seen those yellow-jacketed men and women walking around
all of Downtown Sacramento. They are the Downtown Guides, and they sometimes have a pretty tough job. We heavily rely on the Downtown Guides for
help. And they are our angels!
We began a program to say thank you and give back to THEM. Each month, a
Downtown store or restaurant or coffeeshop donates something to the Guides.
Previously, we bought them each $20 gift cards to Temple Coffee on 9th Street.
In July, Nash & Proper gave us a discount so that we could purchase chicken
sandwiches and fries for DSP Guides.
If you’re a Downtown business and would like to thank them by offering a discount on your foods/beverages, get in touch with Ross@Capitalbooksonk.com.

What Books to Pack On Your

Summer Vacation

After spending a year safely hibernating from COVID, it’s safe to
say that we’re all anxious to go somewhere other than our living
rooms! Our booksellers have some wonderful recommendations
for you.

E
open.

mily Henry...we’d be remiss to not recommend these
two books for your beach bag! Even the book tiles will
get you into that vacay mode before you even crack it

People We Meet on Vacation, follows the protagonist pair of
Alex and Poppy. The unlikeliest of friends for more than a
decade, these two are fire and ice in more ways than one.
But every year, they reconvene for a week of R&R. That is,
until one ill-fated excursion ended it all. So, how do you fix
a broken friendship? Easy: Take another vacation. Named
a Most Anticipated book of 2021 by Oprah Magazine and
Newsweek, amongst many others, this is one summer read you
won’t want to miss.
Beach Read is about a romance writer who no longer believes
in love and a literary writer stuck in a rut engage in a summerlong challenge that may just upend everything they believe
about happily ever afters. Augustus Everett is an acclaimed
author of literary fiction. January Andrews writes bestselling
romance. When she pens a happily ever after, he kills off his
entire cast.

Paperback | $16.99
A powerful and moving novel that explores the tragedies and
triumphs of life, both large and small, and the universal humanity in
us all, Natalie Jenner’s The Jane Austen Society is destined to resonate
with readers for years to come.
Paperback | $17.00
“The author of the New York Times bestselling phenomenon Crazy
Rich Asians takes you from Capri to NYC, where Lucie Tang
Churchill finds herself torn between two men—and two very
different cultures.” Buy.
Paperback | $18.99
Hurricane Summer is a powerful coming of age story that deals with
colorism, classism, young love, the father-daughter dynamic—and
what it means to discover your own voice in the center of complete
destruction.

Great size for air travel!
Lambda Literary
Award-winning author
TJ Klune’s bestselling,
breakout contemporary
fantasy, The House
on the Cerulean Sea
that’s “1984 meets The
Umbrella Academy
with a pinch of Douglas
Adams thrown in.”

“Red, White & Royal
Blue is outrageously
fun. It is romantic, sexy,
witty, and thrilling. I
loved every second.”
- Taylor Jenkins Reid,
New York Times
bestselling author of
Daisy Jones & The Six

Paperback | $16.99
Casey McQuiston’s One Last Stop is a magical, sexy, big-hearted
romance where the impossible becomes possible as August does
everything in her power to save the girl lost in time.

Paperback | $16.00
A chance meeting with a handsome stranger turns into a whirlwind
affair that gets everyone talking in this New York Times bestseller.
“With Party of Two, Guillory has crafted the ideal romance novel—
one that is easy to devour, but leaves readers with a bit to chew on
before swallowing up.” — Bailey Tulloch, Manhattan Book Review
Paperback | $16.99
A witch is cursed to relive a doomed love affair through many
lifetimes, as both troubled muse and frustrated artist, in this haunting
debut novel. “A Witch in Time is a love story, a supernatural mystery,
and a piece of beautiful historical fiction that deserves to be read and
savored.” —Shannon Carriager, Seattle Book Review
Paperback | $16.00
“A hilarious, heartfelt romp of a novel about—what else?—accidental
murder and the bond of family. Dial A For Aunties had me laughing
aloud within its first five pages… Utterly clever, deeply funny, and
altogether charming, this book is sure to be one of the best of the
year!”—Emily Henry, author of Beach Read.
Paperback | $16.00
From the infinitely inventive author of How to Live Safely in a Science
Fictional Universe, a deeply personal novel about race, pop culture,
immigration, assimilation, and escaping the roles we are forced
to play. “Fresh and beautiful. . . Interior Chinatown represents yet
another stellar destination in the journey of a sui generis author of
seemingly limitless skill and ambition.” —The New York Times Book
Review

Bookseller Recommendations
Bookseller Faith’s Recommendation
Sarah Gailey’s Upright Women Wanted is a
speculative fiction that imagines a 22nd century
United States that’s reminiscent of the old west in
its setting and its politics. It’s a fantastic story about
coming into ones own, fighting fascism and how
the personal is almost always political.

Bookseller Rachael’s Recommendation
As we close out Pride Month, Rachael would like to
share with you a YA fantasy novel that is near and dear
to her heart. After first reading with her book club,
Rachael recounts that she “felt seen” by this book.
PET by Akwaeke Emezi features a nonverbal
transgender protagonist named Jam who, along with
a creature named Pet, works to help her town root out
a monster living amongst them. This novels shows the
possibilities of how a world that embraces difference
could look!

Bookseller Recommendations
Bookseller Jared’s Recommendation
I’m recommending two books that explore
themes of HIV/AIDS that were published
during the height of the HIV/AIDS
epidemic.
I’m recommending the novel Invisible
Life by iconic black queer writer E. Lynn
Harris. This book tells the story of a black
man’s journey discovering his sexuality
in the early 1990s. This book provides an
intimate and provocative look at what it
means to be a black gay man in society. The
writing in this fast-paced story is crisp and
accessible. Harris is an incredible writer that brought me to the verge of tears.
This book will soon be adapted for television.
I am also recommending Susan Sontag’s Illness As Metaphor and Aids and Its
Metaphors. A customer recommended this book to me—and I’m so glad she
did! Published in the late 1980s, Sontag was fearless in her challenging of the
emerging stigmas of HIV/AIDS. As a survivor of cancer, Sontag was all too
familiar with stigmas of chronic illness. Many of these stigmas still exist today.
Sontag’s words remain relevant and necessary.

BUY
Invisible Life

BUY
Illness as
Metaphore

Game Recommendations
The Mage Knight board game puts you in control of one of four
powerful Mage Knights as you explore (and conquer) a corner of the
Mage Knight universe under the control of the Atlantean Empire. Build
your army, fill your deck with powerful spells and actions, explore caves
and dungeons, and eventually conquer powerful cities controlled by this
once-great faction! In competitive scenarios, opposing players may be
powerful allies, but only one will be able to claim the land as their own.
In cooperative scenarios, the players win or lose as a group. Solo rules
are also included.
Combining elements of RPGs, deck-building, and traditional board
games the Mage Knight board game captures the rich history of the
Mage Knight universe in a self-contained gaming experience.

Great Family Games
Pakal is a real-time sliding-puzzle game in which
each player has a 4x4 grid filled with 15 blocks,
some of which have a solid color on them and
some of which are clear.

A real-time puzzle fastpaced race in the jungle!

2-4 players
20-Min Playing Time
Age 8+

Each round, an objective card is revealed, then
players slide their blocks in their grid, trying
to show only the symbols on that card in their
grid and hiding any other symbols from view. If
you do this before time runs out, you can grab
one of the available scoring blocks, then move
your token on the scoring track to the next such
symbol on the track.

Great Family Games
To be able to prepare a delicious soupin only
instants. But that’s if they can quickly find
the ingredients listed on their monstrous
cookbook! In Monster Soup, each player has
to find the right ingredients in his own bag,
using only touch! Eye, heart, worm, all the
ingredients have a specific shape, that you will
have to recognize to follow the recipe! The
winner is the one whose soup contains the
most slime cubes at the end of the 4th game
turn.

Monsters are always
hungry!
Players: 1-4
Playing Time: 15
Age: 8+
How to play:

Monster Soup takes place in
four identical turns, with the
only difference that you must
find:
1 ingredient in the first round
2 ingredients in the second
round
3 ingredients in the third round
and, finally, 4 ingredients on
the last round

Great Family Games
The aim of Spot It! Animals Jr. remains the
same, everyone plays at the same time. 55 cards,
each with 8 symbols on them, 5 variants... You
can play each of the mini-games in order, out
of order, or simply keep playing the same one.
Spot It! comes back in this
new eco-conceived packaging,
without plastic!
2 - 8 Players
Age: 4+
Average game time: 15 mins
Your goal in Eleminis is to collect one of each
of these five eleminis in your row on the table.
Each element outranks two other elements,
similar to rock/paper/scissors/Spock/lizard.
You can play an element card you draw in any
empty space or replace a weaker element with
the new one; you can play in your row or an
opponent’s.
Teach your kids the elements
in a fun game!
8 Players
Play Time: 15 minutes
Recommended Age: 8+ Years

New & Notable
Buzzworthy Books

Hardcover $28.99 | Thriller
In The Madness of Crowds, when a murder is committed
it falls to Armand Gamache, his second-in-command
Jean-Guy Beauvoir, and their team to investigate the
crime as well as this extraordinary popular delusion. And
the madness of crowds. You’re a coward. Time and again,
as the New Year approaches, that charge is leveled against
Armand Gamache.

Hardcover $27.99 | Tweens
An over-sized, lavishly illustrated, full-color edition
of Philip Pullman’s beloved classic. Philip Pullman’s
The Golden Compass has been changing the world for
twenty-five years. We are delighted to offer this new
edition of the classic, with more than 100 full-color
illustrations from acclaimed illustrator Chris Wormell.
A masterwork of storytelling and suspense, The Golden
Compass is the story of Lyra and her dæmon familiar
and their dangerous journey to the cold, far North,
where witch clans and armored bears rule, and where
her fearsome uncle is trying to build a bridge to a
parallel world...Fans and newcomers alike will be drawn
into the story as never before by Wormell’s thrilling
illustrations.

New & Notable
Hardcover $19.99 | Young Adult
From the author of You Should See Me in a Crown, Leah
Johnson delivers a stunning novel about being brave
enough to be true to yourself, and learning to find joy
even when times are unimaginably dark. Rise to the Sun
is packed with irresistible romance and irrepressible
heart; bestselling author Leah Johnson delivers a
stunning and cinematic story about grief, love, and the
remarkable power of music to heal and connect us all.
Hardcover 28.00 | Graphic Novel
A poignant and witty graphic novel by a leading New Yorker
cartoonist, following a millennial’s journey from performing
his life to truly connecting with people
Illustrated in both color and black-and-white in McPhail’s
instantly recognizable style, In elevates the graphic novel
genre; it captures his trademark humor and compassion with
a semi-autobiographical tale that is equal parts hilarious and
heart-wrenching—uncannily appropriate for our isolated
times.
Hardcover $16.00 | Poetry
Born in a Second Language investigates how translation
shapes and alters both language and identity as speakers
travel through space and time. In this book, languages are
a means of conjuring an existence, of full expression and
of defining who one becomes. Home exists on a spectrum:
Botswana, Zambia, Ghana, one’s body, music, mother,
mother tongue etc. Akosua Zimba Afiriyie-Hwedie’s book
is an exploration of African and female identity, navigating
what it means to be in-between identities, languages and
homes and how those in-between spaces brush up against
each other, and are in themselves, a home too.

New & Notable
Hardcover $29.95 | Fiction
In this brilliant conclusion to his bestselling Mythos
trilogy, legendary author and actor Stephen Fry
retells the tale of the Trojan War. Full of tragic heroes,
intoxicating love stories, and the unstoppable force of
fate, there is no conflict more iconic than the Trojan
War. Troy is the story of the epic battle retold by Fry
with drama, humor, and vivid emotion. Achilles, Hector,
Odysseus, Helen, their lovers, and their mortal enemies
all burn bright in Fry’s compelling prose. Illustrated
throughout with classical art inspired by the myths, this
gorgeous volume invites you to explore a captivating
world with a brilliant storyteller as your guide.
Hardcover $19.99 | Young Adult
Any Way the Wind Blows takes the gang back to England,
back to Watford, and back to their families for their longest
and most emotionally wrenching adventure yet. This book is
a finale. It tells secrets and answers questions and lays ghosts
to rest. Carry On was conceived as a book about Chosen One
stories; Any Way the Wind Blows is an ending about endings.
About catharsis and closure, and how we choose to move on
from the traumas and triumphs that try to define us.

$29.95 | Crafts/ Activities
The Blackwing 64 is a tribute to comic books and the
minds that bring them to life. Each pencil features
a halftone design that’s a nod to the 64 color palette
utilized in some of the earliest comics. It also features
a unique doubled imprint inspired by comic book
lettering. Its firm graphite is perfect for sketching a new
character concept or writing a list of their super powers.

Highlighted Books

The Biggest Books & The Authors Behind Them
Building on the groundwork laid in the New York Times bestseller White
Fragility, Robin DiAngelo explores how a culture of niceness inadvertently
promotes racism.
Writing directly to white people as a white person, DiAngelo identifies many
common white racial patterns and breaks down how well-intentioned white
people unknowingly perpetuate racial harm.
Nice Racism is an essential work for any white person
who recognizes the existence of systemic racism and
white supremacy and wants to take steps to align their
values with their actual practice. BIPOC readers may
also find the “insiders” perspective useful for navigating
whiteness.

Highlighed Books
The Mysterious Benedict Society
For fans of Lemony Snicket and Escape from
Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, this first book in
the bestselling, award-winning Mysterious
Benedict Society series is not to be missed!
“Are you a gifted child looking for special
opportunities?” Dozens of children respond
to this peculiar ad in the newspaper and are
then put through a series of mind-bending
tests, which readers take along with them.
Only four children--two boys and two
girls--succeed. Their challenge: to go on a
secret mission that only the most intelligent
and inventive children could complete. To
accomplish it they will have to go undercover
at the Learning Institute for the Very
Enlightened, where the only rule is that there
are no rules. But what they’ll find in the
hidden underground tunnels of the school is
more than your average school supplies.
So, if you’re gifted, creative, or happen to
know Morse Code, they could probably use
your help.

NOW ON DISNEY PLUS

Highlighed Books

Divergent Celebrates
10 Years

Celebrate the 10th anniversary of Divergent with a special edition of the
#1 New York Times bestselling series that captured the hearts of millions of readers
and inspired a series of major motion pictures starring Shailene Woodley. This
edition features exclusive content from Veronica Roth and beautiful reimagined
cover art from award-winning illustrator Victo Ngai.
EXCLUSIVE EXTRAS
The Histories of the Factions: Dauntless, Amity, Abnegation, Candor, and
Erudite; What’s in a Name? Essay

Highlighed Books

A New Novel By the Author of The Henna Artist,
A Reese’s Book Club Pick
In New York Times bestselling author Alka
Joshi’s new novel, henna artist Lakshmi
arranges for her protégé, Malik, to intern at
the Jaipur palace in a tale rich in character,
atmosphere, intrigue and lavish storytelling.
Malik, now twenty and finished his private
school education, has just met a young woman
named Nimmi when he leaves to apprentice at
the Facilities Office of the Jaipur Royal Palace.
Their latest project: a state-of-the-art cinema.

Malik soon finds that not much
has changed as he navigates the Pink
City of his childhood. Power and
money still move seamlessly among
the wealthy class in The Secret
Keeper of Jaipur, and favours flow
from the palace, but only if certain
secrets remain buried. It is only when
Lakshmi, the real keeper of Jaipur’s
secrets, intervenes that things truly
right themselves.

Flamingo
Book Club
July’s Book Pick!

Faith and I are so excited to discuss this
month’s Flamingo Book Club pick - The
Other Black Girl. It’s been described as Get
Out meets The Devil Wears Prada meets
Stepford Wives and that just sounds like the
perfect summer read! It’ll be in my pool bag
for sure. Part thriller, part workplace drama,
part who knows what else; it’s bound to
be a wild ride. We really hope you’ll come
discuss all the nuances of this debut novel.
If last month’s discussion was any
indication, you won’t want to miss out.
~ Ashley
Note that bookclub members receive a 10%
discount on this book if purchased before July 24.

WHEN:

Sunday, JULY 25 at 2PM
WHERE:

in our Flamingo LoungE
HOW TO JOIN:

Just show up!

Upcoming Events
Twenty Twenty: A Stories On
Weds, Aug 11 Stage Sacramento Anthology
IN-STORE

1:00 pm

STORIES ON
STAGE

Twenty Twenty: A Stories on Stage Sacramento Anthology includes 43 stories inspired by a year like
no other, 2020. Essays and short stories that touch
many aspects of a year that proved catastrophic
beyond anyone’s imagining. The devastating toll
of COVID-19, life under quarantine, the closure
of schools and businesses, the murder of George
Floyd, wildfires that swept the West, and more, all
are touched on by diverse voices and points of view.
Award-winning, acclaimed authors and SOSS
guest authors Karen Bender,
Anita Felicelli, Joan Frank,
Debra Gwartney, Sands
Hall, Pamela Houston,
Vanessa Hua, Joshua
Mohr, and Peter Orner,
contributed pieces.

