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Sacramento summer heat means a great opportunity to grab something new
to read poolside, while vacationing, or inside the comfort of your air-conditioned
home. We have the Flamingo Lounge open for anyone who wants to enjoy the
view and relax with a book. In one of our July windows, we have outdoor book
recommendations, such as hiking and camping. In the other window, we have an
amazing collection of summer reads for all you book lovers who are looking for
something to take your mind off the heat and the 24-hour-news-cycle that is our
society.
Haileigh has single-handedly cleared out our creepy basement as we prepare
to renovate it into a fantasy experience you will have to see to believe! Another
Universe is coming! We’ve nearly finalized the design and fixture plans so that we
can begin to make the space look great.
Katie has set up shop in our soonto-be-opened second location we are
calling There & Back Again, which is
in Cathedral Square where Oblivion
Comics & Coffee used to be — just
around the corner from Capital Books. Follow along with our progress on various
social media platforms (IG, FB, TicTok: thereandbackagaincafe). Our hope is to
open the coffee part of the front of the space in the Fall, followed by the back
game section opening in the Winter. There, you’ll be able to rent, play, or buy
board games, try out that new PS5 game you’re on the fence about buying yet,
and participate in evening fun.

Katie is responsible for selling our Magic the Gathering cards to collectors and
gamers across the country. We recently welcomed two new people to our team!
Ella is our youngest team member at 12 years old, and she has been awesome
at creating displays and keeping us organized. Ella will be interning with us for
the Summer. Jacob is our newest bookseller and he’s jumping right in doing the
heavy-lifting on tasks that have been on our to-do list for a while. Look forward to
his official introduction in our next newsletter! In early August, we’ll say goodbye
to Bookseller Jared, who will be returning to UC Irvine to finish his teaching
degree. He left some big shoes to fill, and will be missed.

“

I WAS ALWAYS TOLD
MY JOB WAS TO SET
A GOOD EXAMPLE.
IT’S THE CURSE OF
THE FIRSTBORN. “

K

im Fairley was twenty-four when she
fell in love with and married a man
who was fifty-seven. Something about
Vern—his quirkiness, his humor, his devilish
smile—made her feel an immediate connection
with him. She quickly became pregnant, but
instead of the idyllic interlude she’d imagined as
she settled into married life and planned for their
family, their love was soon tested by the ghosts of
Vern’s past—a town, a house, a family, a memory.
Shooting Out the Lights is a real-life mystery
that explores the challenges faced in a loving
marriage, the ongoing, wrenching aftermath of
gun violence and the healing that comes with
confronting the past.

Q

Can you tell us a little about
your new book, Shooting Out
the Lights?

A

The story is about my marriage
to Vern, the love of my life, who
was thirty-two years older than
I was, and had lost his fourteenyear-old son in a gun accident. It’s about how our
marriage had nearly unraveled when a child from
my husband’s past came to live with us. It’s also
about isolation within a marriage and the healing
that comes from confronting the past.

Q

How did your experience as a
competitive swimmer figure in
the story?

A

Swimming taught me that I
could do almost anything if I
put my mind to it. People often have underestimated me.

“

WE HOLD ONTO
STORIES BECAUSE
THEY’RE IMPORTANT
IN DEFINING WHO
WE ARE.

“

I learned through swimming that if you work hard all season,
even on the bad days, the hard work will pay off at Nationals,
at the end of the season. I’ve applied that lesson throughout
my life. In the story, I was determined to be sensitive to Vern’s
health and recovery from the loss of his son and to be sensitive
to my physical health when I learned I was pregnant, but it took
me a while to take care of my own emotional needs. Swimming
had taught me that I was strong, disciplined, and could handle
the long haul, that I had endurance. So, my swimming background played a part in my ability to push through the difficulty.

Q

You were given exceptional responsibility as a child. How did
your childhood experience shape the way you viewed Stan from
the very beginning?

A

As the oldest of five kids, I was always told my job was to set a
good example. It’s the curse of the firstborn. When my parents
had trouble finding a babysitter for five kids and decided to let
us take care of ourselves for a week or two every month, starting
when I was twelve, I refused to step in as a parent. Instead, I let my younger sister
take over. She’d tell me to go clean up my room, and I’d do it. I regret that I relied
so much on her, because parenting at age eleven wasn’t her job either. But all these
memories got triggered when Vern brought Stanislaus into our home without asking me.

Q
A

Your story deals with a number of unexpressed feelings and expectations. Can you talk a little about how the influence of your
background shaped the way you and Vern communicated?

My father had been a larger-than-life presence and was a big
talker who outwardly dominated my mother. After he died, she
told me that people would come into their gift showroom and
ask, “Where is that delightful man?” He was a big extrovert but
also very intrusive. I would come home from a date, and he would want to know
all the details. On the one hand I felt violated, but I also was relieved that I could
tell someone. Vern was the opposite. He was very protective of his private life. He
rarely asked questions because he didn’t want questions asked of him. So, when
Vern brought Stanislaus home to live with us, Stan became a catalyst who forced
many of these hidden issues to the surface, which allowed us to move past them.

Q

When you met Vern, you were working in historic preservation.
Can you say a little about preservation and its importance in the
story?

A

Yes, I was working in Hillsboro, Ohio, placing the East Main
Street Historic District on the National Register of Historic
Places. Historic preservation plays a part in the story because it
was our common interest that inspired us to help Ruthann Coxe
(Stan’s mother) save her property. Stanislaus had grown up in their 1790 house in
Old Lyme, Connecticut and Vern and I both identified with his mother’s struggle
to convince people she had a right to stay there after her husband died. Both
Hillsboro and Old Lyme have important historical and architectural significance
and some of that history is woven through the story. Vern liked to joke that
the reason we were together was that I was a preservationist and he needed
“preserving.”

Q
A

What’s next for you?

I am putting the finishing touches on my next book, called
Swimming for My Life, which chronicles my childhood as a
competitive swimmer during the early years of Title IX. It is a
look at the backbreaking and sometimes soul-breaking work it
actually takes to compete at the elite level. It will be published by She Writes Press
in October of 2022.

Details...
Website Facebook Twitter Instagram

Shooting Out the Lights Preorder Links:
Hardcover Paperback

Flamingo
Book Club
July’s Book Pick!

We are so excited to see you for July’s
Flamingo Book Club pick - The Other Black
Girl, which takes us into Nella’s work life
at a major publishing house in New York
City. She’s thrilled when her office takes on
another black woman, finally a true ally in
an all-white environment. But all isn’t what
it may seem.
You’ll be on the edge of your seat as you
devour this slow-burn thriller with biting
social commentary.
Wherever you think the story is going, I
promise it will surprise you! Hope to see
you this Sunday for bookclub.

WHEN:

Sunday, JULY 25 at 2PM
WHERE:

in our Flamingo LoungE
HOW TO JOIN:

Just show up!

Flamingo
Book Club
August’s Book Pick!

Inti Flynn arrives in Scotland with her twin
sister, Aggie, to lead a team of biologists tasked
with reintroducing fourteen gray wolves into
the remote Highlands. She hopes to heal not
only the dying landscape, but Aggie, too.
Inti is not the woman she once was, either,
changed by the harm she’s witnessed—
inflicted by humans on both the wild and each
other. Yet as the wolves surprise everyone by
thriving, Inti begins to let her guard down,
even opening herself up to the possibility of
love. But when a farmer is found dead, Inti
knows where the town will lay blame. Unable
to accept her wolves could be responsible, Inti
makes a reckless decision to protect them. But
if the wolves didn’t make the kill, then who
did? And what will Inti do when the man she
is falling for seems to be the prime suspect?

Purchase before Aug 20 to
receive the 10% bookclub
discount
WHEN:

Sunday, AUGUST 22 at 2PM
WHERE:

in our Flamingo LoungE
HOW TO JOIN:

Just show up!

Upcoming Events
Twenty Twenty: A Stories On
Weds, Aug 11 Stage Sacramento Anthology
IN-STORE

1:00 pm

STORIES ON
STAGE

Twenty Twenty: A Stories on Stage Sacramento Anthology includes 43 stories inspired by a year like
no other, 2020. Essays and short stories that touch
many aspects of a year that proved catastrophic
beyond anyone’s imagining. The devastating toll
of COVID-19, life under quarantine, the closure
of schools and businesses, the murder of George
Floyd, wildfires that swept the West, and more, all
are touched on by diverse voices and points of view.
Award-winning, acclaimed authors and SOSS
guest authors Karen Bender,
Anita Felicelli, Joan Frank,
Debra Gwartney, Sands
Hall, Pamela Houston,
Vanessa Hua, Joshua
Mohr, and Peter Orner,
contributed pieces.

Heatwave Recommendations
Scrupulously researched, Trees in Trouble not
only explores the devastating ripple effects of
climate change, but also introduces us to the
people devoting their lives to saving our forests.
Mathews also offers hope: a new approach to
managing western pine forests is underway. Trees
in Trouble explores how we might succeed in
sustaining our forests through the challenging
transition to a new environment.

On Fire is a critical book: it captures the
burning urgency of this moment, the fiery
energy of a rising movement demanding
change now, and lays out an inspiring vision
for a sustainable future.

In this compelling new book, Noam Chomsky,
the world’s leading public intellectual, and
Robert Pollin, a renowned progressive
economist, map out the catastrophic
consequences of unchecked climate change—
and present a realistic blueprint for change: the
Green New Deal.

Heatwave Recommendations
This inspiring picture book retells the story of
Nobel Peace Prize nominee Greta Thunberg—the
Swedish teenager who has led a global movement
to raise awareness about the world’s climate
crisis—using allegory to make this important
topic accessible to young children.
In Winning a Green New Deal, leading youth
activists, journalists, and policymakers explain
why we need a transformative agenda to avert
climate catastrophe, and how our movement can
organize to win. Featuring essays by Varshini
Prakash, cofounder of Sunrise Movement;
Rhiana Gunn-Wright, Green New Deal policy
architect; and others we’ll learn why the climate
crisis cannot be solved unless we also confront
inequality and racism and how a Green New Deal
will build a just and thriving economy for all of
us.

The Ministry for the Future is a masterpiece
of the imagination, using fictional eyewitness
accounts to tell the story of how climate
change will affect us all. Its setting is not
a desolate, postapocalyptic world, but a
future that is almost upon us—and in which
we might just overcome the extraordinary
challenges we face.

Future Pre-Releases

Make sure you’re the first to get these hot books!
Aug 3 | Hardcover | $24.99
First you march, then you run. From the #1 bestselling,
award–winning team behind March comes the first book in
their new, groundbreaking graphic novel series, Run: Book
One. PRE-ORDER
Aug 3 | Hardcover | $30.00
Raj Patel, the New York Times bestselling author of The Value
of Nothing, teams up with physician, activist, and co-founder
of the Do No Harm Coalition Rupa Marya to reveal the links
between health and structural injustices—and to offer a new
deep medicine that can heal our bodies and our world.
PRE-ORDER
Aug 3 | Hardcover | $30.00
From legendary storyteller and #1 bestseller Stephen King,
whose “restless imagination is a power that cannot be
contained,” (The New York Times Book Review) comes a
thrilling new novel about a good guy in a bad job.
PRE-ORDER
Aug 3 | Hardcover | $27.99
A vibrant story collection about Cambodian-American
life—immersive and comic, yet unsparing—that offers
profound insight into the intimacy of queer and immigrant
communities. PRE-ORDER

Future Pre-Releases
Aug 3 | Hardcover | $26.99
Best-selling author Julie Murphy’s reimagining of a beloved
fairy tale is an enchanting story of self-love and believing in
the happy ending each and every one of us deserves.
PRE-ORDER
Aug 24 | Hardcover | $28.00
For readers of Helen Macdonald and Elizabeth Alexander,
an intimate and haunting portrait of grief and the search for
meaning from a singular new talent as told through the prism
of three generations of her Chinese American family.
PRE-ORDER
Aug 31 | Hardcover | $17.99
Bestselling author and host of Bravo’s Top Chef takes young
readers on an intergenerational journey full of delicious
flavors and fun food facts that celebrates a family’s treasured
recipes. Tomatoes for Neela lovingly affirms how we can
connect to other cultures, as well as to our own, through
food. PRE-ORDER

Nov 9 | Hardcover | $12.00
The author of the #1 New York Times bestseller What Kind of
Woman returns with a collection of erasure poems created
from notes she received from followers, supporters and
detractors—an artform that reclaims the vitriol from online
trolls and inspires readers to transform what is ugly or
painful in their own lives into something beautiful.
PRE-ORDER

New & Notable
Buzzworthy Books

Hardcover $28.00 | Thriller
Rabbits is a mysterious alternate reality game so vast it
uses the entire world as its canvas. Since the game started
in 1959, ten iterations have appeared and nine winners
have been declared. The identities of these winners are
unknown. So is their reward, which is whispered to be
NSA or CIA recruitment, vast wealth, immortality, or
perhaps even the key to the secrets of the universe itself.
But the deeper you get, the more dangerous the game
becomes. Players have died in the past—and the body
count is rising. And now the eleventh round is about to
begin.
Hardcover $28.00 | Historical Fiction
With candor and sympathy, debut novelist Nathan
Harris creates an unforgettable cast of characters,
depicting Georgia in the violent crucible of
Reconstruction. Equal parts beauty and terror, as
gripping as it is moving, The Sweetness of Water is an
epic whose grandeur locates humanity and love amid the
most harrowing circumstances.

Hardcover $27.99 | Fiction
In New York Times bestselling author Alka Joshi’s
intriguing new novel, henna artist Lakshmi arranges
for her protégé, Malik, to intern at the Jaipur Palace
in this tale rich in character, atmosphere, and lavish
storytelling.

New & Notable
Hardcover $28.00 | Historical Fiction
The New York Times bestselling author Kristin Harmel
returns with The Forest of Vanishing Stars, an evocative
coming-of-age World War II story about a young woman
who uses her knowledge of the wilderness to help Jewish
refugees escape the Nazis—until a secret from her past
threatens everything.

Hardcover 18.99 | Tweens
Darkness blooms in bestselling author Kalynn Bayron’s
new contemporary fantasy about a girl with a unique and
deadly power.
Briseis has a gift: she can grow plants from tiny seeds to
rich blooms with a single touch.

Hardcover $27.99 | Graphic Novel
Based on the blockbuster podcast where the McElroy
brothers and their dad play a tabletop RPG and illustrated
by cartooning powerhouse Carey Pietsch, The Adventure
Zone: The Crystal Kingdom takes this #1 New York Times
bestselling series to haunting new heights.

New & Notable
Hardcover $27.99 | Thriller
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The
Maidens comes a spellbinding tale of psychological
suspense, weaving together Greek mythology, murder,
and obsession, that further cements “Michaelides as a
major player in the field”.

Hardcover $19.99 | Young Adult
This kaleidoscopic portrait of an unprecedented time
brings together some of our most treasured writers
today—Edwidge Danticat, Layli Long Soldier, Monica
Youn, Julia Alvarez, Reginald Dwayne Betts, KeeangaYamahtta Taylor—to give voice to the unthinkable grief
and hopeful possibilities born in an era of revolution and
change.
Galvanizing and lyrical, this is a deeply profound
anthology of writing filled with pain and beauty, warmth
and intimacy. A remarkable feat of empathy, There’s a
Revolution Outside, My Love offers solace in a time of
swirling protest, change, and violence—reminding us of
the human scale of the upheaval, and providing hope for
a kinder future.
Hardcover $26.99 | Fiction
From Laurie Frankel, the New York Times bestselling
author of This Is How It Always Is, a Reese’s Book Club x
Hello Sunshine Book Pick, comes One Two Three, a timely,
topical novel about love and family that will make you
laugh and cry...and laugh again.

Bookseller Recommendations
Bookseller Faith’s Recommendation
NK Jemisin’s The City We Became is so different
from her other books. It’s a love letter to a city
I’ve never visited, gives me superhero tropes
I never knew I wanted, and uses fantasy to
explore very real societal ills. I like a summer
read that can hook me from the beginning and
transport me to other worlds, be they magical
or across the country, and NK Jemisin always
delivers.

Bookseller Rachael’s
Recommendation
When Rachael goes on vacation, she likes
something that she can read with ease as she’s
on the go. This graphic novel is the perfect
summer read. Bloom tells the love story of
Ari and Hector who become closer over their
mutual love of baking. This graphic novel
is a delicious recipe of intricately illustrated
baking scenes, blushing young love, and the
people who love us that can help us grow.

Game Recommendations
In Bug Hunt, players are looking to collect their matching bugs to complete
their collection. At the start of the game, they’ll construct the bug shrub and
fill it with all manner of bugs. Then, they’ll reach in through the shrub’s
tunnel opening to try and grab theirs. But they’ll have to watch out for the
other players’ bugs as well as the white ones, who are known to bite any
hand that tries to grab them. The first player to finish their collection is the
winner.

Game Recommendations
Attention all Modern fans: a new
direct-to-Modern set is here! Modern
Horizons 2 brings together old favorites
and new cards designed just for Modern
to create a draftable new set in the mold
of the original Modern Horizons.

Fight for your life in Mansions of Madness Second Edition, the app-assisted
horror game inspired by the works of H.P. Lovecraft. From the makers of
Eldritch Horror, this fully cooperative game takes you and up to four other
players on a harrowing adventure through the dark and desolate halls and
alleyways of Arkham. Much like the original Mansions of Madness game, the
second edition offers a number of thrilling and confounding scenarios, each
with a unique and unpredictable map, intricate puzzles, and bloodthirsty
monsters.

Great Family Games
Braintopia is a fast-paced brain
Bender comprised of eight different
challenges testing your mental focus,
flexibility, and speed. Up to six players
race through a deck of cards, fighting
to keep up with the ever-changing
mini-games and each solve the
puzzles faster than their opponents.
Collect brain tokens by beating a
single tactile challenge or claiming a
pair of cards from any of the other
seven games: memory, maze, colour,
coordination, duplicates, frequency,
and reasoning.
In Takenoko, the players will cultivate
land plots, irrigate them, and grow
one of the three species of bamboo
(Green, Yellow, and Pink) with the
help of the Imperial gardener to
maintain this bamboo garden. They
will have to bear with the immoderate
hunger of this sacred animal for the
juicy and tender bamboo. The player
who manages his land plots best,
growing the most bamboo while
feeding the delicate appetite of the
panda, will win the game.

