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W

elcome to our NEW Capital Books magazine! June was a big month
for us filled with celebrations—Pride Month and Juneteenth. We
also launched our first park story time with two different age
groups (the preschoolers and age 7+). We’ll be holding storytime at Capitol Park
starting at 10:30 am all summer long, so cop a squat on a blanket and settle in!
Basement renovation is moving at a snail’s pace. This is the first time we’ve
relied on an outside design team to get things rolling. I guess they work much
slower than my and Ross’s “git ‘er done” way of doing things. But what we have
seen from their design specs is wonderful...and it’s going to blow your minds!

A New Store!
Did you catch the Sunday Sacramento Bee article about us a couple of weeks
ago? The article discussed how the pandemic affected Downtown businesses. They
asked to announce the news that we are opening a second store in Downtown.
We’ll be going into the former Oblivion space in Cathedral Square on 11th Street
(across from the church). This store will be a great gathering space — a bit different
than the bookstore. We’ll feature board games that can be rented and played at
one of our tables or purchased if you’ve enjoyed it. Patrons will be welcome to
rent a table to play Magic the Gathering or a role-playing game. We’ll hold game
tournaments and weekly trivia and karaoke nights. It will also be a coffee bar and
café serving small bites and pastries. You’ll be able to grab and go or settle in at
a table both inside or outside. We plan to utilize the beautiful outdoor square by

What’s happening...
putting tables out there and hosting live music. We share the same vision as the
managers of the MAY building, so this is going to be fun!
We may even be able to open the coffee part of this yet-to-be-named shop
before we get the bar and cafe opened on the bookstore second floor. Watch our
social media spaces and this newsletter for announcements.

Salt Lake City Magic Card Adventure!
If you’re into playing Magic the Gathering, then you’ll be interested in an
adventure that Ross and Tommy took a couple of weeks ago to Salt Lake City to
purchase a private collection of almost half a million Magic Cards from the Beta
Edition (1993) to more recent cards. It was an entire pallet of boxes that they had
to drive in a U-Haul back to Sacramento. Katie is busy logging them into our
system for sale. Let’s just say she has job security for a good long time!

Mask Update

Because so many families with children under 12 come in, we need to keep
them safe until they’re able to receive the COVID vaccinations. Therefore, we ask
that you still wear a mask while shopping with us. If you’ve gotten out of the habit
of carrying one, we have disposable masks at the counter.
Heidi Rojek
Co-Owner

What’s happening...

PRIDE Month 2021

Celebrating LGBTQIA+ Authors

Jonathan Van Ness
Jonathan Van Ness is a non-binary American bestselling author, TV personality, and hairdresser who
rose to fame on the Emmy Award-winning hit Netflix
reboot Queer Eye. He is also known for the web series
parody Gay of Thrones and hosting the Getting Curious
with Jonathan Van Ness podcast.
Before he stole our hearts
as the grooming and self-care
expert on Queer Eye, Jonathan
grew up in a small Midwestern town that didn’t understand
why he was so. . .over the top.
His 2019 memoir Over The Top was a New York Times
bestseller that uncovered the pain and passion it took to end up becoming the
model of self-love and acceptance that Jonathan is today.
In 2020, Jonathan published his first children’s book
entitled Peanut Goes For The Gold. This upbeat and hilarious
picture book, inspired by Jonathan’s own childhood guinea
pig, encourages children to not just be themselves—but
to boldly and unapologetically love being themselves.

Bookseller Recommendations
Bookseller Ashley’s Recommendation
for Pride Month
The Heart’s Invisible Furies by John Boyne
introduces us to Cecil Avery, a young Irish boy
born to an unmarried teenage girl who’s been
adopted by a couple that constantly reminds
him he’s “not a real Avery.”
The novel follows his journey of self-discovery
in a predominantly Catholic Ireland in the ‘40s and across the span of his life
and of an ocean. Cyril is the kind of character that you wish was a real person
and you cannot help but root for him and
cheer him on. Cyril’s story is moving and
universal in its specificity that will have
laughing out loud and crying in turns. Years
after first reading it, I still think about this
novel regularly.

BUY

Bookseller Recommendations

Jared’s Juneteenth Recommendations
Black folks have been celebrating Juneteenth
for many generations. My family has been
celebrating since I was a little boy. It’s awesome
that this important holiday is being recognized
country-wide. This holiday is a great
opportunity to educate ourselves on the true
history of race and slavery in the United States.
This holiday is a call to action for continued
social justice work.
I am recommending Caste by Isabel Wilkerson.
In this book, Wilkerson offers a comparative study of the holocaust, the caste
system of India, and Jim Crow South as a means to explore the history of
oppression in, not just this country, but globally.
I am also recommending On Juneteenth by Annette Gordon-Reed. This is
a concise and informative read for those who are looking to learn about
Juneteenth.

BUY
Caste

BUY
On Juneteenth

Upcoming Events

Game Recommendation
Scythe is an engine-building game set in an alternate-history 1920s period. It is
a time of farming and war, broken hearts and rusted gears, innovation and valor.
In Scythe, each player represents a character from one of five factions of Eastern
Europe who are attempting to earn their fortune and claim their faction’s stake
in the land around the mysterious Factory. Players conquer territory, enlist new
recruits, reap resources, gain villagers, build structures, and activate monstrous
mechs.
Scythe gives players almost complete control over their fate. Each encounter
card provides the player with several options, allowing them to mitigate the luck
of the draw through their selection. Combat is also driven by choices, not luck
or randomness.
Every part of Scythe has an aspect of engine-building to it. Players can upgrade
actions to become more efficient, build structures that improve their position
on the map, enlist new recruits to enhance character abilities, activate mechs
to deter opponents from invading, and expand their borders to reap greater
types and quantities of resources. These engine-building aspects create a sense
of momentum and progress throughout the game. The order in which players
improve their engine adds to the unique feel of each game, even when playing
one faction multiple times.

BUY

Highlighted Books

The Biggest Books & The Authors Behind Them
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the
author of Daisy Jones & The Six and The Seven
Husbands of Evelyn Hugo.
Four famous siblings throw an epic party to
celebrate the end of the summer. But over the
course of twenty-four hours, their lives will change
forever.
Malibu: August 1983. It’s the day of Nina Riva’s
annual end-of-summer party, and anticipation
is at a fever pitch. Everyone wants to be around
the famous Rivas: Nina, the talented surfer and
supermodel; brothers
Jay and Hud, one a
championship surfer,
the other a renowned
photographer;
and their adored
baby sister, Kit. Together the siblings are a source of
fascination in Malibu and the world over—especially as
the offspring of the legendary singer Mick Riva.
Malibu Rising is a story about one unforgettable night
in the life of a family: the night they each have to
choose what they will keep from the people who made
them . . . and what they will leave behind.

BUY

Highlighed Books
The author of the widely praised Wordslut analyzes
the social science of cult influence: how cultish
groups from Jonestown and Scientology to
SoulCycle and social media gurus use language as
the ultimate form of power.
What makes “cults” so intriguing and frightening?
What makes them powerful? The reason why
so many of us binge Manson documentaries by
the dozen and fall down rabbit holes researching
suburban moms gone QAnon is because we’re
looking for a satisfying explanation for what causes
people to join—and more importantly, stay in—
extreme groups. We secretly want to know: could it
happen to me? Amanda Montell’s argument is that,
on some level, it already has . . .
Through juicy storytelling and cutting original research, Montell exposes the verbal
elements that make a wide spectrum of communities “cultish,” revealing how they
affect followers of groups as notorious as
Heaven’s Gate, but also how they pervade
our modern start-ups, Peloton leaderboards,
and Instagram feeds. Incisive and darkly
funny, this enrapturing take on the curious
social science of power and belief will make
you hear the fanatical language of “cultish”
everywhere.

BUY

Highlighed Books
When Ohio-born Pru Steiner arrives in New York in
1976, she follows in a long tradition of young people
determined to take the city by storm. But when she falls
in love with and marries Spence Robin, her hotshot young
Shakespeare professor, her life takes a turn she couldn’t
have anticipated.
Thirty years later, something is wrong with Spence. The
Great Man can’t concentrate; he falls asleep reading The
New York Review of Books. With their daughter, Sarah,
away at medical school, Pru must struggle on her own
to care for him. One day, feeling especially isolated,
Pru meets a man, and the possibility of new romance
blooms. Meanwhile, Spence’s estranged son from his first
marriage has come back into their lives. Arlo, a wealthy
entrepreneur who invests in biotech, may be his father’s last, best hope.
Morningside Heights is a sweeping and
compassionate novel about a marriage
surviving hardship. It’s about the
love between women and men, and
children and parents; about the things
we give up in the face of adversity; and
about how to survive when life turns
out differently from what we thought
we signed up for.

BUY

New & Notable
Buzzworthy Books

Hardcover $30.00 | Thriller
Every detail is accurate—
because one of the authors is President Bill
Clinton. The drama and action never stop—
because the other author is James Patterson.

BUY

A madman abducts Presdient Keating’s teenage daughter,
Melanie—turning every parent’s deepest fear into a matter of
national security. As the world watches in real time, Keating
embarks on a one-man special-ops mission that tests his
strengths: as a leader, a warrior, and a father.

Hardcover $32.50 | Cooking
A recipe developer and food stylist—whose work has
taken her across the globe to work with clients like
Michelle Obama and into the test kitchens of today’s
most esteemed culinary publications—pays homage to
her native country with this vibrant, visually stunning
cooking, the first dedicated solely to Colombian food,
featuring 100 recipes that meld the contemporary and
the traditional.
Rich with culture and stories as well as one-of-a-kind
recipes and stunning photography, Colombiana is a
gastronomic excursion that reminds us of the power of
food to keep tradition alive.

BUY

New & Notable
Hardcover $24.99 | Biography
In this uplifting memoir in the vein of The Last Lecture
and Man’s Search for Meaning, a Holocaust survivor pays
tribute to those who were lost by telling his story, sharing
his wisdom, and living his best possible life.

BUY

Filled with his insights on friendship, family,
health, ethics, love, and hatred, and the simple
beliefs that have shaped him, The Happiest Man on Earth
offers timeless lessons for readers of all ages, especially for
young people today.
Hardcover $19.99 | YA Fiction

From bestselling and National Book Award–nominated
author Tahereh Mafi comes a stunning novel about love
and loneliness, navigating the hyphen of dual identity, and
reclaiming your right to joy—even when you’re trapped in
the amber of sorrow.

BUY

An Emotion of Great Delight is a searing look into the
world of a single Muslim family in the wake of 9/11.
It’s about a child of immigrants forging a blurry identity,
falling in love, and finding hope—in the midst of a modern

Hardcover $17.99 | Picture Book
A vibrant picture book celebrating the strength
of community and the tastes of summer from
Latin Grammy-winning musician Lucky Diaz and
celebrated artist Micah Player.

BUY

Includes Spanish words and phrases
throughout, an author’s note from Lucky
Diaz, and a link to a live version of the Lucky Band’s
popular song that inspired the book.

Future Pre-Releases

Make sure you’re the first to get these hot books!
June 29 | Hardcover $24.95 | Social Justice
Writing directly to white people as a white person, DiAngelo
identifies many common white racial patterns and breaks
down how well-intentioned white people unknowingly
perpetuate racial harm. Nice Racism is an essential work for
any white person who recognizes the existence of systemic
racism and white supremacy and wants to take steps to align
their values with their actual practice. BIPOC readers may
also find the “insiders” perspective useful for navigating
whiteness.

Aug 17 | Hardcover $29.99
From pop culture critic and music journalist Miles Marshall
Lewis comes a book about the power and poetry of Kendrick
Lamar! Promise That You Will Sing About Me explores
Kendrick Lamar’s life, his roots, his music, his lyrics, and how
he has shaped the musical landscape of this generation.

Aug 24 | Hardcover $28.00
In this stunning follow-up to Hollow Kingdom, the animal
kingdom’s “favorite apocalyptic hero”is back with a renewed
sense of hope for humanity, ready to take on a world ravaged
by a viral pandemic (Helen Macdonald).

Future Pre-Releases
Sept 21 | Hardcover $18.99
With lyrical text and rhythmic illustrations that build to
a dazzling crescendo by #1 New York Times bestselling
illustrator Loren Long, Change Sings is a triumphant call to
action for everyone to use their abilities to make a difference.
Dec 7 | Hardcover $19.99
A collection of poetry by presidential inaugural poet Amanda
Gorman Including The Hill We Climb, the stirring poem
read at the inauguration of the 46th President of the United
States, Joe Biden, this collection of the same name reveals an
energizing and unforgettable new voice in America poetry.
Sept 28 | Hardcover $30.00
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of All the Light We
Cannot See, perhaps the most bestselling and beloved literary
fiction of our time, comes a triumph of imagination and
compassion, a soaring novel about children on the cusp of
adulthood in a broken world, who find resilience, hope, and
story.
Oct 12 | Hardcover $30.00
From the #1 bestselling authors Hillary Clinton and Louise
Penny comes a novel of unsurpassed thrills and incomparable
insider expertise—State of Terror. State of Terror follows a
novice Secretary of State who has joined the administration
of her rival, a president inaugurated after four years of
American leadership that shrank from the world stage. This
high-stakes thriller of international intrigue features behindthe-scenes global drama informed by details only an insider
could know.

Flamingo
Book Club
July’s Book Pick!

A GOOD MORNING AMERICA,
ESQUIRE, AND READ WITH MARIE
CLAIRE BOOK CLUB PICK AND A
PEOPLE BEST BOOK OF SUMMER!
The Other Black Girl is an electric debut about the
tension that unfurls when two young Black women
meet against the starkly white backdrop of New York
City book publishing.
Twenty-six-year-old editorial assistant Nella
Rogers is tired of being the only Black employee
at Wagner Books. Fed up with the isolation and
microaggressions, she’s thrilled when Harlemborn and bred Hazel starts working in the cubicle
beside hers. They’ve only just started comparing
natural hair care regimens, though, when a string
of uncomfortable events elevates Hazel to Office
Darling, and Nella is left in the dust. Then the notes
begin to appear on Nella’s desk: LEAVE WAGNER.
NOW.
A whip-smart and dynamic thriller and sly social
commentary that is perfect for anyone who has ever
felt manipulated, threatened, or overlooked in the
workplace, The Other Black Girl will keep you on
the edge of your seat until the very last twist.

WHEN:

Sunday, JULY 25 at 2PM
WHERE:

in our Flamingo LoungE
HOW TO JOIN:

Just show up!

